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 On April 14, 2020, Pam Hall was named Principal of Jeffersonville High School. She had been previously serving 
as interim principal after former Principal Julie Straight took the position of Academy/Career and Technical Education 
Coordinator near the end of the first semester. 
 Before becoming the interim principal, Hall had served 2 years as the Freshman Academy Principal. Prior to 
that, she worked at Parkview Middle School for over 10 years. 
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“It is always wise to look ahead, but difficult to look further than you can see.” - Winston Churchill

Thinking about the future is an everyday occurrence for people our age. It starts when we’re young and people ask, “what do you want to be when you grow 
up?” In time, we develop a vision in our head of the milestones ahead, between now and then. We make plans. 

This year, everyone at Jeff High had plans for how the rest of the year would go. Freshmen looked forward to raising baby chicks in Mr. Reilly’s class and 
playing on a high school sports team for the first time. Sophomores looked forward to seeing their friends and performing in the spring musical. Juniors 
looked forward to their ring ceremony and prom. Of course, seniors had the most to look forward to, with all of the rituals involved in saying goodbye to 
high school and starting the next phase of their lives. 

We all had plans for the days, weeks and months ahead. Unfortunately, that was farther away than we could see. The COVID-19 coronavirus was around the 
corner, and it had bigger plans.  

Fortunately, some positives have come out of coronavirus quarantine. We feel good knowing that we’re helping protect the health of people we love and 
even people we don’t know.  We’re finally getting enough sleep. Earth is showing signs that it is recovering from the impact of humans. We have more time 
to enjoy the spring sunshine. We have more time to watch thoughtful documentaries like Tiger King on Netflix. (Editor’s note: The Hyphen does not have 
an official stance on what happened to Carole’s husband.) Basically, the world is slowing down and we are all taking this time to prioritize what’s important 
rather than stress over the virus, which is something we can’t control.

Above all, we have learned something about ourselves: We’re really good at staying home and doing nothing. 

On a serious note, we all learned that a pandemic is the last thing any of us expected, and it threw a wrench in all of our plans for the days, weeks and 
months ahead. However, we all have the strength and courage to look out for those around us and wait it out until it’s over.

Staff Editorial:  So Much For Plans ...
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COVID-19 at Jeff High: A Timeline
A New Threat Emerges

Chinese authorities confirmed that there 
were dozens of people being treated 
for a pneumonia of unknown cause 

in the Wuhan province. Within days, 
researchers confirmed that the cause of 
this mysterious illness was a new virus. 

State Declares Emergency, GCCS Expands Prevention Efforts 
On the day the first confirmed case of COVID-19 in Indiana 

was announced, Indiana Governor Eric Holcomb issued a State 
of Emergency. On the same day, GCCS announced additional 
measures to prevent the spread of the virus, including “daily 

deep cleaning routines implemented with extra attention given 
to ... areas with high rates of direct skin contact.”

School, Sports Cancellations Continue
Governor Holcomb issued Executive Order 
20-05, which mandated that Indiana schools 
close to in-person instruction until May 1.On 

the same day, the Indiana High School Athletic 
Association announced the cancellation of the 

Boys Basketball State Tournament. 

The Hyphen Alerts Readers
The February issue of the Jeff High student newspaper 
included an article about the coronavirus, explaining 

its suspected source and quick spread to other 
countries. While most students interviewed did not 
see cause for alarm, one called the virus “very scary.”

GCCS Announces E-Learning Plan
The school district announced that Jeff High 
and other Greater Clark County schools (like 
many other schools in the area) will shift to 

e-learning the following Monday, followed by 
an extended spring break closure until April 6.

School Closures Extended
Governor Holcomb issues Executive 
Order 20-16, which requires all  K-12 
schools to deliver remote instruction 

for the remainder of 2019-2020 
school year. 



may 5, 2020 News4 The hypheN

Bigfoot
 Here is some science from Donald R. Prothero and Daniel Loxton, 
writers of the National Geographic article, “Abominable Science! Origins of 
the Yeti, Nessie, and Other Famous Cryptids.” First of all, what is a cryptid? 
“A cryptid is an animal that has never been described by science. Usually 
something very unusual along the lines of a Loch Ness monster or Bigfoot, 
something that stretches the limits of what is scientifically plausible,” says 
Prothero. 
 First of all, a cryptid cannot be a single animal, or at least it would 
be improbable. Because of their estimated body size, we should have been 
able to spot one by now. These creatures are often created out of folklore 
because tales are based on what humans have already seen. Bears and 
gorillas can have human-like features to parts of their bodies. Which goes 
along with what Jeff High sophomore Amaya Russell thinks: “What people 
think they have seen being Bigfoot was probably some giant bear.”

Loch Ness Monster
 Now, what about the Loch Ness Monster? People say it has been in 
the Scottish Highlands for generations. The first reported sighting of the 
Loch Ness Monster was on May 2nd, 1933; says History.com.
Sophomore Jade Worrall claims, “This and Bigfoot were a hoax for 
attention and to get the people going crazy!” 
 On the other hand, Amaya Russell says, “The ocean has lots of 
crazy creatures we haven’t seen.” The Loch Ness Monster is from a lake, 
though, and not the ocean. However, the Loch Ness Monster is described 
to have the features of an ocean creature. Loch Ness lake is landlocked, so 
if the Loch Ness Monster is from the ocean, it must have had a way to get 
in with legs or someone putting the monster there. If someone put Nessie 
there, is the Loch Ness Monster a monster? 

 According to BBC.com, scientists say that the Loch Ness Monster 
might be a giant eel. Is that the same situation with Mokele-Mbembe, the 
lake monster in the Congo? Or is it all a myth? 
 If the Loch Ness Monster were a plesiosaur, then more would have 
had to have died, and bones would have been found by now. According 
to BBC, there were also no DNA samples that came back from the water 
tests that would be of a plesiosaur, but DNA of European eels did. There 
is no shark, catfish, or sturgeon DNA to be found in the loch. The famous 
photo that was taken in 1934 that is supposed to be the Loch Ness Monster 
turned out to be a toy submarine with a head made of wood putty.

The Moon Landing
 Another popular conspiracy theory is about the 1969 moon 
landing. There are many ways people have claimed the moon landing 
was faked. 
 For scientific facts, we have the TV Show Mythbusters.  They first 
looked at the photography. The first picture they looked at is titled AS14-
68-9487. In this photo, conspirators say that the landing module shadow is 
not parallel with the shadows of the rocks which they think has to be done 
by multiple lighting sources. 
 The Myth Busters created a large miniature display of the 
moon’s surface with making a paste that replicates the moon’s reflective 
natural moondust. They also used one giant studio light to represent 
the sun and their miniature figurines that match the placement of 
the photo. The new photo does indeed look parallel, so they change 
the surface to get it more exact to the moon’s shape, and that ends up 
shifting the shadows of the rocks. 
 With the second photo titled AS11-40-5869 of Neil Armstrong 
getting into the ship, conspirators say it cannot be real because he would 
be in the shadow of the ship. Well, since the moon has its reflective 
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Story by Marni Scholl

FACT OR FICTION? 
Does Science Support Well-Known Conspiracy Theories?

Illustration by Chloey Trinkle

moondust, the light from the camera illuminates Armstrong when the 
photo is taken. They also recreated the famous footprint which conspiracy 
theorists say cannot be real because there is no water vapor on the moon. 
 The explanation is simple. All sand and dirt on Earth have been 
weathered over time, and dry particles cannot bind together without 
having water. On the moon, though, there are different bonding agents, so 
the myth-buster team used the closest sand they could find to lunar dust. 
When they put the boot print in the vacuum chamber, it made a footprint 
as detailed as the one from the landing. They also put an American flag in 
the chamber, and it does move around when it is touched without wind. 
For more proof, the full 48-minute video is easily accessible online.

Aliens
 According to NBC, there is no direct proof that there is life 
beyond Earth besides small bacteria and single-celled organisms. 
However, with so many stars proving that there are so many galaxies, 
it is hard to believe there is not more intelligent life out there. At least 
50-percent of the stars in our galaxy contain solar systems. It is estimated 
that there are about one trillion planets in the Milky Way. A few other 
planets in our solar system contain water, including Mars, Venus, and  
Europa, which is one of Jupiter’s moons and as far as we know water is 
essential for all life. Life is also everywhere on Earth. From the bottoms 
of the oceans to the glaciers of Antarctica. 
 This gives a good chance of life adapting to the rough conditions on 
planets. There have also been a few radio signals from space that have not 
been explained. Most were human interferences, but some go unexplained.

What do you think now? 
Have some of your thoughts 
changed after reading this 
article? Do you not believe in 
some things you believed in 
before, or is it the opposite? 
Email your thoughts to 
jeffhighhyphen@gmail.com or 
contact us on Instagram or 
Twitter.

 With YouTubers always finding ways to get views, websites hoping to get clicks, and bloggers wanting to get followers, there are lots of 
tactics they use. They are not always the most truthful—hence the rise of “clickbait” with overdramatized titles or twisted facts. These are the ways 
people can get twisted facts into our brains. The rise in popularity of conspiracy theories has only gotten bigger.
 Here are some famous conspiracy theories that have been around for a long time but have grown more popular in recent years. 

 Let’s face it: we’re all stuck at home with nothing to do but 
browse the internet. The more time we spend on the internet, the more 
misinformation crosses our path. There isn’t anything that exciting 
going on, and everything about the coronavirus is very scientific and 
complicated, so it’s easy to fall into the hysteria of conspiracy theories. 
If you haven’t heard about these conspiracy theories, here are some you 
should watch out for - along with some facts to help you evaluate their 
credibility.
 There has recently been an uproar of people panicking because they 
believe 5G cell phone towers have been spreading the virus through radioactive 
waves. According to ABC News, some conspiracy theorists have even gone 
as far as burning 5G cell phone towers in Europe. There have been 50 of these 
arson attacks in the last month. Telecom engineers have even been abused on 
the job over 80 times. 
 Nick Jeffery, the CEO of wireless carrier Vodafone UK, has expressed 
concern that these allegations might prevent patients in the hospital from 
saying goodbye to their families. In a LinkedIn post, Jeffery said, “It’s ... 
upsetting that even the small solace of a phone or video call may now be 
denied them because of the selfish actions of a few deluded conspiracy 
theorists.” Myrtill Simko, the scientific director of SciProof International 
in Sweden, says there is still no evidence that wireless communications, 
including 5G, harm the immune system.
 A second conspiracy theory floating about is that SARS-CoV-2, aka 
the current coronavirus, was developed in a laboratory in China. According to 
LiveScience.com, scientists have proven this theory false through research that 
shows this virus has commonality with other SARS coronaviruses that naturally 
occur in nature. CNN said today that intelligence agencies in other countries 
have also proven this theory wrong. However, the theory continues to circulate 
and has even gained support from government officials including U.S. Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo.
 Finally, some are saying Bill Gates, the co-founder of Microsoft, is 
promoting the spread of the virus. This rumor has spread through  anti-
vaccine channels. Some say vaccines will give you the virus. Some go so far 
as to say the vaccine puts a chip into your arm that controls your mind. The 
Law of Liberty Baptist Church claims that Bill Gates is an anti-Christ and 
is using the virus to usher in the end times, as reported by The Washington 
Post. For accurate information about the safety of vaccines, steer away 
from social media and consult reliable sources such as the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC) or the World Health Organization websites. 

Story by Marni Scholl

Coronavirus Conspiracy Theories
What’s spreading faster: the virus or the  

alleged stories behind it?



 When I joined The Hyphen my 
sophomore year, I would have never envisioned 
that I would be writing my senior column from 
what is now my bedroom/classroom. But here 
I am, sitting at my desk and writing my senior 
column during a pandemic.
 These past four years have been hard. 
During my high school years I have had 
multiple struggles with my cerebral palsy and 
epilepsy. In addition to that, growing up during 
major historical events has been strange. The 
Class of 2020 has grown up during an era of 
school shootings, witnessed perhaps one of 
the most controversial presidential elections 
in decades, and now we’re finishing the school 
year at home. 
 When I started my freshman year, I 
was absolutely terrified. Jeff High seems small 
to me now, but to fourteen-year-old disabled 
me, it was ginormous. Not much sticks out to 
me from that year, with the exception of my 
Journalism One class. My teacher, Mr. Scott, 
was cool and kind, and even though I was a 
mediocre writer, I enjoyed the class. 
 Sophomore year, I joined The Hyphen 
and 98.5 WJHI. I loved these two classes. I was 
writing major articles for the newspaper, and 
doing radio shows and filming with WJHI. 
Even though I was struggling to get my epilepsy 
under control at the time, these classes with Mr. 
Scott and Mr. Dench helped me power through.  
 Junior year was the worst of all my 
school years. The summer before the school 
year started, I had major leg surgery. When 
I started school, I was in a wheelchair and 
needed a lot of support. (Also, to whoever is in 
charge of GCCS’s budget, replace the elevator. 

That thing’s a nightmare.) I am incredibly 
grateful for the support system I had at school 
that year, who make up some of the best parts 
of Jeff High. Teachers were understanding 
and supportive, the staff in the health office 
helped me out, and several classmates, some of 
whom I would become friends with, carried my 
extremely heavy backpack for me every day. 
 This year, I achieved every aspiration 
that I had when I started high school. I became 
editor-in-chief of The Hyphen, a high-stress 
job, but one I have loved. I got into my dream 
school, Bellarmine University.
 I’m proud of where I am now. I’m a 
happy, healthy, college-bound adult with an 
almost unhealthy obsession with the band 
Tegan and Sara. I don’t plan on spending 
too much time looking back at the past, but 
when I do, I’ll always remember the people 
at Jeff High, and the kindness I experienced. 
I’m proud to be a graduate of Jeffersonville 
High School. As The Hyphen staff wrote in 
a previous staff editorial: once a Red Devil, 
always a Red Devil. 

“During my high school 
years I have had multiple 

struggles with my cerebral 
palsy and epilepsy. In 

addition to that, growing 
up during major historical 
events has been strange.”
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A Departing Red Devil Reflects On the Good, the Bad,  
But Mostly the Good
By Greta Reel, co-editor
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Shout-outs
I have a lot of shout-outs to give to the people at Jeff High who have gotten me through 
these strange four years and have made me who I am today.

Mr. Scott: Thank you for being incredibly supportive of my passion for journalism. You are 
the reason that I fell in love with journalism.
Mr. Dench: I have loved being a part of WJHI. I truly enjoyed doing radio shows, filming, 
and talking about music with you.
Ms. Moore and The Hyphen staff: Thank you for the opportunity to be your editor-in-chief 
this year. I know you all will continue to do fantastic work, and I’ll always be reading. I wish 
you all the best. 
Mrs. Soper and Mrs. Brewer: You both are amazing teachers and you’ve always been so 
supportive and kind. I’m so happy I had you as teachers. 
Mrs. Molnar and Mrs. Shafer: Thank you both for always being there for me, and for always 
going above and beyond for me.
Sophie:  Every day I am grateful that in sixth grade I was so bored during ISTEP testing 
that I started a conversation about mangos with a girl I didn’t know. You have been such a 
wonderful friend to me over the years. I could not have gotten through high school without 
you. You’ve always been there for me, good times and bad.   - Greta

Photos: Lifetouch
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 First of all, let me say that I am so tired 
of being sad about how unlucky my class has 
been. I am tired of trying to find someone to be 
angry at, or someone to blame, because the truth 
is, everyone is trying their best. Therefore, I am 
not going to talk about the virus that shall not be 
named during the length of this column, because 
it doesn’t deserve to infiltrate my testimonial to 
Jeff High. So here’s to the lessons, the memories, 
the relationships, and the love that I’ve acquired 
during my time as a Jeffersonville High School 
student. 
 Here’s to the amazing educators and 
coaches I’ve gotten the chance to build such 
strong relationships with. Though I might not 
have agreed with or gotten along with every 
single one of you, thank you for never trying 
to silence me. Sometimes, a teacher can make 
the biggest impact on a student’s education by 
simply listening, more so than a lecture. Thank 
you for the hours you’ve spent outside of the 
classroom working. Thank you for sharing 
vulnerable parts of yourselves to make your 
students feel comfortable in your presence. 
Thank you for sparing your spending money to 
make your students happy, or to make their lives 
easier. Thank you for the sacrifices, thank you 
for everything. 
 Here’s to the friendships and 
relationships I’ve developed. Though I haven’t 
gotten to keep all of them, there are some that I 
know will last me a lifetime. 
 Thank you to my girls; you know who 
you are. You all have taught me the importance 
of laughter, the unimportance of boys, and the 
real definition of beauty. I can’t wait for the road 
trips back and forth from Louisville to Evansville 
next year. Please note that I will always be there 
at your disposal whenever you need a shoulder 
to cry on, a private investigator, or just some 
good company. 

the strong, independent, selfish, BOSS woman 
inside of me that has been waiting several years 
to be unleashed.
 My advice to anyone younger than me? 
First of all, life is too short to count calories. 
Second, as Barney Stinson from How I Met Your 
Mother says in Season 9, Ep. 17, “Whatever 
you do in this life, it’s not legendary unless your 
friends are there to see it.” 
 That’s a wrap!

 I couldn’t forget about my boys either! 
Special shoutout to my “motherless goats” 
(inside joke), for your undying loyalty and crazy 
summer memories. Watching you five grow into 
such strong men of God has made me such a 
proud mom, despite me being younger than all 
of you. 
 Another big shoutout to my best guy 
friend, who often goes by the name “dumb-
dumb” or “a pain in my ---”. I rarely give you 
credit for how much of a kind-hearted human 
you are, or how incredibly proud I am of how 
far you’ve come in life. Though going to college 
in the same city as you is going to be extremely 
chaotic, I’m beyond excited for the journey. 
 Here’s to my family. The Bungcayao clan 
is far from normal or functional, but we make 
it work everyday. Without you guys, I’d be a big 
mess, and I’m sure you all can say the same. 
Thank you for the little things, like watching my 
soccer games, to the big things, like hosting a 
living room prom when mine got cancelled. I 
know we aren’t big on cheesy sentimental things, 
so I’ll just leave it at that. Just know I love you all 
and I’m proud to be your daughter/sister/aunt. 
 Finally, here’s to God himself. He’s the 
only person I’m okay with explicitly name-
dropping because I feel as though everything 
good I’ve mentioned above is accredited to Him 
and His glory only. I’ve spent several years at 
a distance from Him, questioning His place 
in my life. But now, I know for sure where I 
stand because He consistently stands by me 
through everything. Through the big tests, 
the heartbreaks, the losses, the failures, and 
everything that could possibly encapsulate my 
coming of age, He was there rooting for me. I 
wish I realized it sooner. 
 Jeez, this got way too deep. Anyways, 
my time as a youngster has come to an end 
and I have never been more ready to embrace 
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“Here’s to God himself... 
Through the big tests, the 

heartbreaks, the losses, the 
failures, and everything that 
could possibly encapsulate 
my coming of age, He was 

there rooting for me. I wish I 
realized it sooner.”
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Here’s to My Youth 
By Bella Bungcayao

All photos submitted
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 I finally get my “15 minutes of fame” and I have no idea what to 
do with it. Typical me. Well I guess I’ll just type and see where this goes. 
 I moved here the summer between seventh and eighth grade. It 
was the fifth time I moved and I was kind of done with it, and being 13 
at the time of course didn’t exactly help out too much. I lived in Iowa 
for four years and I didn’t want to leave my friends and the place that I 
called home for about a third of my life, my family moved a lot due to 
job transfer or better job opportunities elsewhere. I thought that Iowa 
would be the place where I would grow up and not move again until I 
left for college. So consequently, I had a little bit of trouble with moving 
here. 
 Looking back, though, moving here gave me a lot of 
opportunities and experiences for better or for worse that allowed me to 
grow as a person. I got involved in marching band the summer before 
eighth grade and I went home every day thinking, “That’s it, I’m done. 
Too hard.” I finished my fifth season of it this year; I’m glad that I didn’t 
quit. Not every second of it was easy, and there were times where I quite 
literally picked myself up off the ground, but that’s just part of life. In 
band I learned to be way more confident than I was in the past, and I’ve 
made some of my closest friends.
 Now finally to this year, which has been very interesting to say 
the least. I finished my last band season with a few tears, I’ve made 
decisions about the next stage of my life, and I said goodbye to some 
people without knowing that it could be the last time I’ll see them for a 
while.
 But after 3.75 years of in-building high school, I’ll share some 
advice to make your (hopefully 3.75 and not less) years of high school 
easier. I’ll just let all of you underclassmen know that it goes by fast. 
College and scholarship applications take more time than you think, 
planners are really helpful, go to prom at least once, get involved in an 
activity that you love, and don’t over work yourself but stay motivated. 
 My final piece of advice is something I really really regret not 
doing: take more time to spend with the people that you care about. 
I was really involved in band, which gave me things to look back and 
smile at, but I didn’t go to prom or spend as much time with my friends 
at events outside of school as I wanted to. I brushed things off for later, 
because I thought that the opportunities would present themselves again 
but they didn’t always, so don’t take opportunities for granted.

“After 3.75 years of in-building high 
school, I’ll share some advice to make 

your (hopefully 3.75 and not less) 
years of high school easier:  

I’ll just let all of you underclassmen 
know that it goes by fast.” 
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Some Advice:  
Don’t Take Opportunities For Granted

By Meredith Shepherd
 The outbreak of the coronavirus, also 
known as COVID-19, has been stressful on 
everyone all across the world, which has led to 
fear and anxiety. However, coping with stress like 
this will make you, the people you care about and 
the environment around you much stronger. 
 As this pandemic evolves more and more 
each day, so do our feelings. Since the first case 
took place, people’s thoughts have transformed. 
With everything that’s going on around us, 
people have been reminiscing about the things 
they love and how they can’t engage in them 
during this time, so they’ve become nostalgic. 
As the number of confirmed COVID-19 cases 
continue to increase and schools, workplaces, 

Reflecting on the Positives in a  
Time of Epidemic Changes

By Jaida Bell
and public gatherings remain closed, the virus’s 
outbreak is having intense impacts on the 
personal lives of everybody.   
 According to the Daily Beast,  “The 
coronavirus pandemic is a devastating trauma, 
but some people with anxiety and depression 
have seen their symptoms improve”. The fear of 
uncertainty over how long we’ll have to resort 
to limiting our daily lives does concern people 
that suffer from depression and anxiety. Humans 
are social creatures, we need social support and 
social interaction with others  to have a positive 
influence on our physical and mental health, 
so the occurrence of stress, depression and 
concerns we face on a daily basis doesn’t affect 

us from doing the things that make us happy.  
 Emma Seppala, faculty member at 
Stanford Center for Compassion and Altruism 
Research and Education and author, suggests 
in a New York Times article that a “societal 
decline in social connectedness may help to 
explain recent increases in loneliness, isolation 
and alienation and may be why loneliness 
has become a leading reason people seek 
psychological counseling.” Dr. Seppala added 

that, “Social connectedness generates a positive 
feedback loop of social, emotional, and physical 
well-being.”
 However, there is a difference between 
being socially isolated and being alone. Social 
isolation is the objective physical separation 
from the things and people you enjoy, while 
loneliness is the subjective agony or feeling 
of being alone or separated. Everyone copes 
with stress differently and during this period 
of quarantine it’s wise for all of us to take care 
of ourselves, stay focused on our personal 
goals and other important things to better 
our future.  
 Some things you can do throughout 
this quarantine could be watching new movies 
and T.V. shows, baking and cooking different 
meals you’ve never tried before. You can also 
exercise and go for peaceful walks throughout 
your neighborhood.
 Although the coronavirus is continuing  
to spread across the world, it can be tough to 
find the motivation to set and achieve your goals, 
especially when the future ahead of us feels very 
uncertain. Due to many restrictions on several 
things for the safety of everyone, there are some 
goals you can’t pursue. Nevertheless, there are 
people who can take advantage of this time to do 
much self reflection by working on themselves to 
be in a better position for the future. 
 In times like this, where we’re all 
experiencing some kind  of negativity because 
of the pandemic, we all need an antidote to 
keep a positive attitude and march forward with 
determination and hope that things will get 
better and that we’ll get through this in due time. 
So enjoy the moments you have and don’t take 
any day, anyone, or anything for granted.

“In times like this, where 
we’re all experiencing some 
kind of negativity because of 
the pandemic, we all need an 

antidote to keep a positive 
attitude and march forward 

with determination.” Photo submitted

Photo submitted



 I remember in the fifth grade passing Jeff High on the way 
home. One day I turned to my mom with the biggest smile on my face 
and said, “ I can’t wait to go to high school. I have elementary and 
then high school. I’m almost there!” I just knew I was going to be a 
JHS Red Devil. 
 Once I realized I had to attend middle school first, I was okay 
but it wasn’t high school. I entered middle school ready to make new 
friends, have a locker, and walk to my classes. I had made it to the 
second quarter of my sixth grade year and I had started to commit self 
harm. I was depressed and sad everyday. Sure I had friends to laugh 
with, but I was also getting bullied. I felt like no one understood what I 
was going through. A year later, I had met the people that knew exactly 
what I was going through and more. 
 I had gotten expelled from middle school. I wasn’t really a bad 
kid; I was just misunderstood. A lot of the adults in my life at the time 
were too caught up in their life to deal with my misconception of life. 
 Clark County Middle/High School knew everything about 
being misunderstood. The school itself was misunderstood. It wasn’t 
the school that had all the bad kids that were just one step away from 
being locked up. We were kids who got dealt a bad hand and expressed 
it the wrong way. We all wanted to be better but it was hard to do that 
without guidance. I had to pass Jeff High every morning and afternoon 
to get there. I had to walk to the bus which was parked in the JHS bus 
line. I mixed and mingled with all the students. I got a good dose of the 
high school experience before I even attended. 
 Now I am in my senior year, and I am not the same girl who 
passed Jeff High with impatient excitement. I am not the same girl who 
got into fights or who was classified as a bad kid. I am the girl who 
knows what’s behind the walls of Jeff High. I’m the girl who studied to 
be a CNA, who currently works in a nursing home, who has worked on 
The Hyphen, who was the Captain of the Step Team, who hasn’t taken 
her last pass through Jeff High. 
 Jeff has been there through every milestone of mine from fifth 
grade to now. It will always be the place where I grew up. Jeff has taught 
me so much, but the lesson I will always carry around with me is “Some 
things are just passing through to teach you a lesson and to never forget 
what is to be learned.”
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   To the Girls That Passed by Before 
By Alanna Groves

 I’ve heard the words “I’m sorry” more times 
than I can count. “Your mom passed away? Oh, 
I’m so sorry,” or the more recent, “I’m sorry to hear 
about your dad. I can’t even imagine how hard that 
must be.” Of course I am grateful for the support and 
kindness that is behind every “I’m sorry,” but I have 
something to confess. I am not sorry. 
 Don’t get me wrong, in no way am I saying 
that I wasn’t upset by the horrible occurrence that 
affected my family on May 1, 2019, or that I am 
glad my dad and family had to experience that. 
This event brought many tears, many sleepless 
nights, and many many cries to God right along 
with it. What I am saying about everything my 
family and I have been through is that it changed 
our perspectives. And for me, personally, it made 
me who I am today. I know that it’s such a cliche 
but Kelly Clarkson sang it right, what doesn’t kill 
you makes you stronger. 
 We’re going to go more in-depth about 
my life and I believe we should start at the very 
beginning. As you’ve read above, my name is 
Kristen Jacobs. Kristen Olivia Ann Jacobs, to be 
exact. I was born here in Jeffersonville at Clark 
Memorial Hospital on July 30, 2002 to Brad 

my dad came home and was returned to his 
original health, I have realized how important he 
is to me. He drives me crazy. Waking me up early 
on weekends and breaks, singing at the top of his 
lungs (most of the time it’s lyrics he’s changed to 
give us a laugh), and constantly making jokes at 
my expense (all out of love of course). These things 
really drive me up a wall, but after everything he’s 
been through and, in turn, everything I’ve been 
through because of it, I have never appreciated 
someone so much. My dad is my best friend. I 
have no idea what I would have done without him, 
and his near-death experience has shown me how 
much I love him. 
 I’m sure there are going to be other people 
who read this who have had some traumatic 
experiences. I hope that maybe this has given 
you a new outlook. If whatever situation you’re 
dealing with or have dealt with hadn’t occurred, 
you wouldn’t be in the same position you are today. 
Many say that the past doesn’t define you, but I 
disagree. Your past is who you are, it’s part of your 
being. Your mistakes, and even others’ mistakes 
change you. Here’s where you decide. For better or 
for worse? 

(pictured below) and Angela Jacobs. If you know 
me at all though, you know that my mom’s name 
is April. Something’s not adding up, right? Here’s 
where it gets tough: on October 25, 2004, Angela 
“Angie” Jacobs passed away. That in itself has been 
the stem of “I’m sorry” on many occasions. 
 The truth is, I’m not sorry. I believe in the 
butterfly effect. When a butterfly flaps its wings, 
it has the potential to cause a hurricane on the 
other side of the earth. To put it simply, every 
occurrence, big or small (in this case pretty big in 
my life), makes drastic changes within the world. 
If my mother had never lost her life, who would 
I be? Definitely not who I am today. Who knows 
who I would have been if she hadn’t died? Maybe 
arrested? Addicted? Living with an unwanted 
pregnancy? Everything that has happened in my 
life, good or bad, has led me to this point. I have 
been accepted to and will be attending a great 
college in the fall. The University of Southern 
Indiana will be my home for the next few years, 
and oh boy, am I excited. 
 More recently, there has been another 
event that has changed me. I won’t go into detail 
about that, as I’m sure many already know. After 

I Im Not Sorry
By Kristen Jacobs

“Your past is who you are, 
it’s part of your being. 

Your mistakes, and even 
others’ mistakes change you. 

Here’s where you decide. 
For better or for worse?”

“Jeff has taught me so much,  
but the lesson I will always  

carry around with me is,  
‘Some things are just passing through 

to teach you a lesson and to never 
forget what is to be learned’.”
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the Class of 2020the Class of 2020Congratulations to Congratulations to 

Photo by Paige Moore



Have you ordered 
your yearbook yet?

Order now at jostensyearbooks.com to make 
sure you don’t miss out on the 2020  

Jeff High Topic! Fewer than 200 copies remain. 

Yearbooks will be available for  
pick up in late May.  

Follow @jhstopic on Instagram or Twitter for de-
tails about pickup days and locations. 

Thank you to the advertisers and  
donors who have supported the  

student journalists of  
The Hyphen during the  
2019-2020 school year:

Clark Memorial Health
Kratz Sporting Goods

Pizza King – Jeffersonville
Art2Part Waterjet Cutting

The Shawler Family
The Reel Family

The Monroe Family
The Spio Family

The Fisher Family
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Coming soon to TheHyphenNews.com:
The History and Legacy of  

Jeffersonville’s Taylor High School
Story and photos by Greta Reel 

Archival research by Greta Reel and Jaida Bell

“We were always angry (and) unhappy at the difference between  
Taylor High School and Jeff High. We had no kind of gym,  

we had no kind of extracurriculars. We were always very  
unhappy about the condition of segregated schools…. 
We wanted an education equal...to the white schools.” 

Follow us on Twitter and Instagram 
@thehyphennews to be notified about new stories.


