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Change is hard, but sometimes it is a necessity. In recent months, we’ve seen a lot of change at 
Jeff High. Our longtime principal moved on and a new interim principal started. Old rules were 
reinforced and new rules were implemented.  

 
In this issue of The Hyphen, we talk about some of the changes that have happened in our school. 
However, we couldn’t ignore other important news stories. In January, Kobe Bryant, an influential 
basketball player, died in a helicopter crash. Bryant was a figure that people admired here at Jeff and 
we even had a Kobe Bryant day during Jeff High’s homecoming week. Also, February is Black History 
Month and Bryant is one of the many people that we look up to this month.  
 
Our school’s basketball teams have also faced a lot of change this year, from player injuries to coaching 
modifications. Throughout it all, the athletes have embodied the words of the late Kobe Bryant: 
“Everything negative – pressure, challenges – is all an opportunity for me to rise.” We, as individuals and 
as a school, will continue to rise.

 

Staff Editorial:  Dealing With Change is Rising to a Challenge
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 Imagine this: it’s a normal day in school 
and you’re on your way to class. So far, it’s been 
a clear shot there. Until you turn the corner and 
your eyes are met with the most horrid display 
of public affection. How do you feel? Disgusted? 
Maybe it doesn’t bother you that much and you 
find it kinda cute? Or perhaps it makes you feel 
more lonely than you already felt before?
 It’s perfectly normal for couples to 
display affection for one another in public.  
That being said, not everyone is fond of the 
unwanted show. 
 PDA stands for “Public Display of 
Affection.” It can vary from simple hand holding 
to making out.
 Currently, the Public Affection outbreak 
has become a fairly common problem in society, 
especially in schools. It causes disruptions 
during classes and can make a lot of people 
uncomfortable.  Georgia Martin says, “It’s hard 
for me to focus in class and what we’re doing.” 
Sophomore Allison Spaulding says, “It really 
depends on what they’re doing. If you’re holding 
hands that’s fine, but when you’re shoving your 
tongues down each others throats ... no, that’s 
disgusting.” 
 Freshman Kaitlynn Hill says, “If you’re 
going to make out, just get a room. No one 
wants to see that.” 
 Most of the responses, like Abby Napper, 
Madison Osborne, and others, said things such 
as a simple hug, or maybe even a small peck, 
were okay. The smaller things didn’t seem to 
bother them, as opposed to bigger and more... 
bold, actions.
 Though, some students absolutely despise 
PDA. “I hate PDA,” sophomore Ethan Barker 
says, “It’s absolutely disgusting and anyone who 
does it should burn.” As seen, some people have 

“If you’re going to make out, 
just get a room.  

No one wants to see that.” 

- Kaitlyn Hill, 
Freshman

Humor Column by Lydia Church

PDA Outbreak Sweeps the Area
Is there really room for Jesus?
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PDA is the topic of the day in this  
month’s advice column. If you have a 
question for The DASH, email us at  
jeffhighhyphen@gmail.com or send  
us a DM on Instagram.

Q: There is a couple always making 
out in the hallways and it’s just 
really gross. I want to say something 
to them, but should I?

A: If there is a couple preventing you 
from getting to a class, your locker, 
etcetera, you have every right to be 
annoyed. Plus, anything “more than 
holding hands” is a violation of school 
rules, according to the Jeff High 
handbook. 

That being said, annoyance isn’t an 
entirely justified reason to confront 
them. If it’s really bugging you, talk to 
a teacher or school administrator and 
let them take care of it.

- Answer by Chloey Trinkle and  
The Hyphen Staff

very strong feelings about the subject. 
 Students and teachers also find that 
PDA is a huge disruption and causes a lot of 
distractions. Often students complain about 
how it can cause them to be late to class, or 
how they aren’t able to focus. As a continuation 
from above, Martin states, “When it’s showed 
it’s a big distraction, because then the teacher 
has to get on the students who display it. Which 
takes everyones attention away from the lesson.” 
Martin then goes on to say, “The teacher gets 
distracted, the students get distracted, and 
obviously the ones doing it are distracted.”
 But overall people seem to be okay with 
the public affection people display, just as long 
as they keep it to a minimum and are mindful of 
those around them. That being said, keep it PG. 



 The students of Jeff High have 
many inspirational teachers, celebrities 
and other adults in their life to look up 
to. This Black History month, Jeff High 
students talked about the importance of 
role models, and the people of color who 
have inspired them.
                              ----------
T a r a  C o f i eT a r a  C o f i e
 Tara Cofie, a former member of 
student council and debate team, says her 
mother inspires her most. “She’s a really 
hard worker, and I respect the things 
she does for me,” she says. Cofie and her 
mother were first-generation immigrants 
to America from Ghana. Her mother 
encouraged her to do things she liked 
and that she was good at, “and I guess 
I thought I was good at arguing with 
people,” says Cofie. 
W i l l  L o v i n g - Wa t t sW i l l  L o v i n g - Wa t t s
 Will Loving-Watts, a basketball 
fan and player, says that Kevin Durant 
and Kobe Bryant inspire him to work 
hard. Loving-Watts talks about how the 
persistence and hard work of Bryant and 
Durant inspired him to do the same. 
For example, the day before the state 
championship, he spent three and a half 
hours at the gym. “When we won, I felt 
like they would’ve been proud of me.”
R a q u e l  L o p e zR a q u e l  L o p e z
 Raquel Lopez is a soccer player, 
member of Jeff ’s Chefs and yearbook 

co-editor and she says her parents inspire 
her most. She wants to be a chef when 
she’s older and says it’s because of her 
parents. “My parents poured their hearts 
into every meal they made and you could 
always tell who made the food,” Lopez 
says. “Their food made people happy, and 
it made me want to do the same for other 
people.”
A z a r i a n  B a c o nA z a r i a n  B a c o n
 Azarian Bacon, a chess team player, 
says that Mr. Washington and Mr. Willis 
inspire him most. “The times they’ve been 
really proud it is when progress is being 
made, for me it happened at a rapid pace,” 
Bacon says. “The first time I played chess 
I hated it. My eighth grade year I signed 
up for impacts that didn’t have chess, but 
I was forced to play it anyway,” he says. 
Bacon thinks Washington and Willis are 
proud of him and the improvements he’s 
made while playing on the chess team.
                    ----- -----
 The importance of seeing yourself 
in people around can make all the 
difference. The inspiration provided 
by teachers, celebrities and even your 
own parents can inspire you to pursue 
anything. As Raquel Lopez says, “For 
people of color, representation is really 
important to us. It’s really rare to see 
ourselves portrayed in TV shows 
and movies correctly. We often look 
for people who are similar to us for 
inspiration, because we desperately want 
someone to relate to.”
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Inspired by Hard Work
Jeff students talk about the people of color who inspired them
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How did The Hyphen  
get its name?

There are many theories, but we found 
one source with a truly “textbook 
answer”: a school textbook. In the 
book Journalism Matters, which is used 
for journalism at Jeff High and many 
schools across the country, the name 
was meant to suggest a united school.

According to the book, when 
Jeffersonville Junior-Senior High School 
was formed in 1933, “there was quite 
a rift between junior and senior high 
divisions of the school. In an attempt 
to promote unity, the newspaper was 
named after one thing the juniors and 
seniors had in common: the hyphen 
between Junior and Senior in the 
school’s name.”

Today, 90 years later, The Hyphen still 
aims to bring students together in unity.

Researched and Written by Nana Spio

Do you have a burning question
about Jeff High history or traditions?
Ask The Underscore and we’ll
investigate for you. To submit an idea,
talk to a Hyphen staff member or send
an email to jeffhighhyphen@gmail.com. 



 The Democratic Primary season has begun with the first two states (Iowa and New Hampshire) in the book and “Super Tuesday” states tallying votes. The 
Primary process will finish in Milwaukee on July 13-16, where Democrats will nominate their opponent to battle incumbent President Donald Trump in the general 
election. (As of right now, the Republican Primary is almost a lock for Donald Trump. The President has high numbers within his own party, and it should be an easy 
primary season for the incumbent.)
 To win the nomination a candidate must amass 1,991 delegates by the end of the process. While early, if there continues to be no clear consensus candidate, this 
opens the possibility to a contested convention. In this case, if no candidate is elected in the first round of ballots, delegates will be free to choose whoever they please as 
the nominee. With many contests to go, only time will tell.
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Presidential Primary Season in Full Swing
Evaluating the top contenders for the Democratic nomination 
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J o e  B i d e n 
Age: 77 
Education: University of Delaware, Syracuse 
University Law School
Former Offices Held:  New Castle County 
Councilman (1970 - 1972), Senator from 
Delaware (1973 - 2009), 47th Vice President of 
the United States (2009 - 2016)

Strengths:
• high name recognition 
• reputation from working with Obama, who 

is extremely popular in the Democratic 
Party

• strength with black voters that will help him 
in the south

Weaknesses: 
• poor debate performances
• prone to political gaffes and blunders

E l i z a b e t h  W a r r e n 
Age: 70
Education: University of Houston, Rutgers University, 
George Washington University
Former Offices Held: Chief Advisor of the National 
Bankruptcy Review Commission (1995 - 2005), 
Chairman of the Congressional Oversight Panel 
(2008 - 2010), Special Advisor to the Secretary of 
the Treasury on the Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau (2010 - 2011), Senator from Massachusetts 
(2012 - current)

Strengths:
• regarded as one of the smartest candidates in the 

Democratic race 
• experience and policy statements have gained her 

the catch-phrase “I have a plan for that”
• hopes to be a more palatable progressive choice 

to party moderates.

Weaknesses:
• multiple controversies over her over-

exaggeration of her Native American roots
• potential to be everyone’s second choice  

Bernie  Sanders 
Age: 78
Education: Brooklyn College, University of Chicago
Former Offices Held: Mayor of Burlington, 
Vermont (1981 -1989), Vermont Representative 
(1990 - 2006), Senator of Vermont (2006 - current)

Strengths: 
• solid base of support from the 2016 campaign
• huge amounts of grassroots fundraising
• does extremely well with young voters

Weaknesses: 
• recently suffered from a heart attack
• little support from within the Democratic party

Pete Buttigieg 
Age: 38
Education: Harvard University, University of 
Oxford
Former Offices Held: Mayor of South Bend 
(2012 - 2020)

Strengths: 
• seen as fresh and new in the political world. 

Weaknesses:
• little experience and low name recognition
• poor numbers within the black community

Amy Klobuchar 
Age: 59
Education: Yale, University of Chicago
Former Offices Held: Hennepin County Attorney 
(1999-2006), U.S. Senator from Minnesota (2006 - 
present)

Strengths: 
• from the Midwest, a key battleground area in 

presidential elections
• well-spoken and has a prosecutor’s quick wit 

Weaknesses:
• lower name recognition than other top-tier 

candidates 
• rumors of poor treatment of staffers early in the 

campaign, which Klobuchar has denied

Others
Three other major candidates are running on the 
Democratic side. Michael Bloomberg (10.0%), 
Tom Steyer (1.6%) and Tulsi Gabbard (1.4%)  are 
all still in the race. While these candidates have 
yet to earn any delegates, the primary season is 
long and prone to upsets and meteoric rises to 
the top. 

*Polling Averages According to Real Clear 
politics                                   



 After graduating from Jeffersonville 
High School in the class of 1989, Pam Hall 
“had no desire to ever step foot in a school 
again.” Now more than 30 years later, she 
walks the halls with a new title: interim 
principal. Her move into the interim 
principal role was approved by the school 
board on Jan. 14, 2020.
 Although Hall has more than 25 years 
of teaching experience, her introduction to 
teaching came by chance. Hall was playing 
college basketball when she ruptured her 
Achilles tendon, and she chose to take a 
redshirt year (a year off from athletics, 
allowing one more year of eligibility). 
“I had to find something else to do, so I 
started taking education classes,” she says.  
Despite this, Hall still didn’t have her eye on 
teaching. She wanted to coach.
 Out of college, she was hired as head 
basketball coach at Providence High School, 
and the school also hired her to work in the 
school. This was when she found her love for 
education. 
 After 10 years of working at 
Providence, Hall says she was “ready for a 
new challenge.” She found this at Parkview 
Middle School. 
At Parkview, Hall worked in special 
education, specifically with students with 
behavioral problems. She loved the job, 
and she was content to stay in this position 
for her career. However, administrators 
saw potential in Hall, and after 10 years 

tell you how thrilled I was,” says Hall.
 Despite her excitement, she was upset 
to leave her favorite boss. “I love working for 
Mr. Laughner. But my heart is Jeff, I want to 
be at Jeff, I want to work with Jeff kids,” says 
Hall. 
 Hall’s fight for Jeff started earlier than 
most. “For me, I had to fight my parents to 
come here because all my family went to 
Catholic schools,” she says. “But I knew I 
wanted to be a Red Devil… I knew I wanted 
to play basketball here at Jeff,” she says.
 Hall’s passion and love for education 
stem from her passion and love for 
Jeffersonville. 
 When Hall moved from Providence 
to Parkview, she was searching for a 
new challenge — and she found it in a 
community she loves. “I think the biggest 
difference is, here at Jeff, we have Jeff kids,” 
says Hall, “If you look at our staff, how many 
people are Jeff graduates, and choose to 
come back.” 
 Coming from a Catholic school, Hall 
says it “makes me appreciate the diversity at 
Jeff.” And what others may see as challenges, 
Hall embraces. “The challenges here, that 
private schools and other schools in affluent 
areas, like Floyd Central, they kinda maybe 
snub their nose at it,” she says, “but we 
embrace it. This is who we are. We’re proud 
of it.”
During the two and half years Hall as 
Freshman Academy Principal at Jeff High, 

of working in this position, she was made 
Behavior Coordinator. Hall says she “loved 
every minute of it.” 
 During her time at Parkview, she 
worked under principal Mark Laughner, 
who is now superintendent of Greater Clark 
County Schools. “He had a way about him 
of encouraging you to take risks in the 
classroom and with your students,” says Hall. 
And after 13 years at Parkview, Hall was set 
to follow Laughner into administration at 
Charlestown High School. 
 However, before she entered the job, 
she was offered a position she couldn’t turn 
down: an assistant principal’s job at her alma 
mater, Jeffersonville High School. “I couldn’t 
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Pam Hall Sees Potential in Jeff
In spite of her “directness,” her path to interim principal was anything but direct
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Hall interacts with students working at the  

Devil’s Den who sold sweet treats for  

Valentines Day.

Photo by Max Fisher
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her love for the school only grew. And when 
former principal Julie Straight left, Hall let 
her know she was interested in the job. 
 On January 14, one month after 
Straight announced she would be leaving, 
Hall was named interim principal of 
Jeffersonville High School. 
 Looking forward, Hall believes she 
is ready to take on the job. “I have a certain 
directness,” says Hall, “I don’t necessarily 
believe in a lot of fluff. I’m just, it’s point A 
to point B and how do we get there?” She 
knows this directness will be needed to 
succeed at this job. 
 This directness is seen by other 
teachers and students around the school 
as an asset. Hall credits this trait to her 
athletics. “I think being an athlete has done 
that. It gives you a skill set that maybe people 
who aren’t involved don’t,” she says. 
Hall not only enjoyed basketball, but she 
also had to play for her future. “When I grew 
up we didn’t have a lot of money,” she says, 
“So the only way I was going to go to college 
was I had to play basketball.” This is where 
she believes her hard work and tenacity was 
born. 
 Thinking back to her days at 
Parkview, Hall recalls being known as tough, 
yet always wanting the best for students. 
“I’m going to tell you what you need to hear,” 
she says, “but at the end of the day, I’m also 
going to put my arm around you and tell 
you it’s alright, and tomorrow is a new day.”  
Hall hopes to continue building these strong 
relationships with students at Jeff. 
 Hall’s goal this year is to continue 
the work of Mrs. Straight. But looking past 
this year, Hall hopes to change the school’s 
perception. She hopes when people are 
moving to Southern Indiana, they want to 
live in Jeffersonville so they can send their 

children to Jeffersonville High School. “If we 
can achieve that, we will have taken care of 
everything,” says Hall. 
 For Hall, this goal is her passion. 
“For people who have never been outside of 
Jeff, maybe they don’t see how other people 
view us,” she says, “That for me has been the 
driving force. I want to help embrace who we 
are, but also I want to change it… Embracing 
who we are and showcasing the great things.”
 While Hall admires Straight, she 
acknowledges the difference in their 
management styles. “Mrs. Straight and I joke 
about that all the time. Because we are very 
different,” says Hall. “I think we complement 
each other very well. I’m sort of the I’m 
going to come in and kick the door down 
and that’s how we’re going to go. Whereas 
she is more diplomatic.” Looking forward to 
her time as principal, Hall says, “I could take 
a few lessons from her.”
 Hall has loved working for Straight. “I 
have no doubt we are watching our greatest 
Red Devil walk out the door,” she says, “I 
don’t know that anyone has given more to 
this school.” Hall is also excited for Straight 
with her new position. She believes she 
will still be able to serve her school saying, 
“There are many opportunities on the 
horizon.”
 After many years in education, Hall 
says, “This isn’t a job, this is who I am.” And 
it’s simple what keeps her going, “The kids,” 
she says, “Every day when I walk down the 
hallway, there are 2,000 reminders of why I 
do this.”  

Out with the Old,  
In with the New

Interim Principal 
Pam Hall Explains 
New Changes and Rule 
Clarification

By Leia DeGeorge

 Since Hall’s promotion to the 
interim principal position, a series of 
changes at Jeff High have been made. 
One of these changes comes regarding 
the school’s backpack policy. “We are 
enforcing it a bit more now,” says Hall. 
This change comes after a number of 
instances of weapons being brought into 
schools in the Louisville shool district, “I 
just want to make sure that every student 
and every individual in this building is 
safe… I know it has not necessarily been 
a popular enforcement of it. But I think 
students’ safety and everyone’s safety in 
the building is the number one priority,” 
she says.
 Another change came regarding 
ISAP. “It’s no secret we have a tardy 
problem,” says Hall. She also wanted to 
make sure that students did not want 
to go to ISAP. “So we really wanted to 
tighten up in that ISAP is an undesirable 
place to be” There has also been an 
addition of a Freshmen ISAP room 
upstairs. Hall says this is mainly for 
logistics. 
 In addition to these two 
major changes, other smaller changes 
such as tardy policies and morning 
announcements have taken place. As Hall 
continues in her interim year and possibly 
move into a permanent position, we will 
see if more changes are on the way. 



 Nearly one billion animals have been affected nationwide, more than 
two dozen people are dead and thousands of homes are damaged. An ocean away, 
Australia is on fire.
 According to CNN, even though there have been fires in every state, the 
state of New South Wales has been affected the most. Some of the largest cities in 
the country, including Sydney and Melbourne, have been hit the hardest. In early 
December, because of the large amounts of smoke, the air quality in Sydney was 11 
times the level that’s considered dangerous. 
 Jeffersonville High School student and president of the student council, 
Amelia Epperson, who is Australian, believes that bushfires are common and that the 
news coverage should be more focused on the animals affected.
 “Every time there’s a bushfire it’s awful,” she said.  “But it’s kind of one of 
those things where we have them a lot.  But these are pretty bad, these are probably 
one of our worst ones. Especially with all the animals and stuff. They stem in a rural 
area so it’s mainly animals as opposed to people dying. I feel like that’s where the lack 
of coverage comes from because (it’s) animals and not people.”
 Jeff High’s Student Council felt that it was needed to have an Academy 
“Penny War” to raise money for Australia’s animals. The money will be going to 
Australia Zoo Wildlife Warriors Worldwide, which was established by Steve and Terri 
Irwin in 2002. The Academy “Penny War,” which ended Feb. 7, 2020, raised $123.41.
Natalie Bronson, the sponsor of Student Council, explained the fundraiser. 
 “The main goal of this fundraiser (was) twofold…first to raise awareness of 
an issue happening that is impacting some of our students at Jeff High and secondly, 
to always be advocates for needs in our community,” Bronson said. “This time, it is just 
our extended community.”
 “The fires are devastating,” Bronson said. “Droughts are a thing of the past 
and will be an issue in the future with climate and climate change. The devastating 
part is that not only are humans displaced and houses destroyed, animals habitats are 
being destroyed as well as lives being lost. Humans have warnings and are given the 
opportunity for escape and have shelter locations in stark contrast to animals, who 
essentially are fighting for their very lives.”
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An Ocean Away, Australia Burns 
Since Australia’s fire season began in July, the 
world has witnessed some of Australia’s worst 

wildfires in decades

 The coronavirus is becoming a worldwide pandemic and it is spreading fast. 
According to ABC News, the virus has already reached many as twenty-seven countries 
around the world such as China, Britain, Finland, France, Italy, and Australia. According 
to the New York Times, the coronavirus is a respiratory illness that began infecting 
people in Wuhan, China, and then spread across the world. According to the New York 
Times, the coronavirus  started when people in Wuhan, China began eating certain types 
of  poultry, seafood, and wild animals. Certain types of these foods have been known to 
carry viruses and diseases.
 This is how people first started getting infected by the coronavirus in China. 
The other way the coronavirus has been affecting people in China is that it is forcing 
them to close transportation, schools, and major festivals.
 Not much is known about the coronavirus right now. Not even doctors 
or scientists know how easily the virus can be transmitted or how it can kill you. 
Doctors just know the virus is in your system for a long time before you start to show 
symptoms. The symptoms of the coronavirus are fever, severe cough, and difficulty 
breathing.
 According to the Washington Post, the coronavirus has killed more than 1,000 
people and has made over 28,000 people sick - with the number rising every day. The 
way people in China are trying to reduce the risk of getting the virus is by wearing 
masks that filter the air coming in.
 The coronavirus is such a problem that the Chinese government is rushing 
to build a hospital in ten days to care for the number of patients they are about to 
have. Meanwhile, those heading back to the United States from China have faced 
quarantine. 
 As the virus spreads, fears about it affecting large numbers of Americans 
vary. Rachel Lowe, a Jeffersonville High School sophomore, says, “I don’t think we 
need to worry about it being a major problem in the USA. Though many people 
have died and it is affecting a lot of people, I do not see a reason to freak out and 
think that I am going to get it. But I do think we need to learn how to minimize it.” 
Hannah Taylor, a Jeffersonville High School sophomore, says, “It is a very scary and 
traumatizing incident because of the other flu and viruses going around scaring the 
nation.”  
 Governments around the world such as Britain are sending scientists and 
doctors to China to help contain the virus and stop it. Scientists around the world 
are testing out different medicines on animals to see how the medicine responds to 
animals and the virus before they test it on humans. The drug doctors are using is 
called Remdesivir. This antiviral medication has appeared so far to be effective against 
coronavirus in animals. The advances in technology and medicine are going to make it 
possible to stop the coronavirus faster.
 The world doesn’t know that much about the coronavirus yet, but doctors 
and governments are working together to solve this new virus as soon as possible.

Governments around the world such as Britain are sending scientists and 
doctors to China to help contain the virus and stop it. Scientists around the 

Story by Nana Spio

Coronavirus Spread Sparks Fears 
Worldwide 

Will this new virus  
be the next threat to humans?
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 Former NBA 
legend Kobe Bean 
Bryant has been an 
inspiration to his 
community and 
people around the 
world. On January 26, 
2020, Bryant died in a 
helicopter crash at the 
age of 41 along with 
his daughter Gianna 
Bryant (13 years old) 
and 7 others. 
 Around the world, people were in 
shock when they heard the news. Bryant was 
everywhere in our lives, he didn’t just impact 
basketball, he impacted the world. Whether 
it was an advertisement with him, an action 
his charity took, or kids shouting “Kobe” 
before throwing a balled-up piece of paper in 
a trashcan, Bryant’s influence was all around 
us, and he was a part of almost every athlete’s 
life. Bryant was more than a player. He was an 
inspiration, an icon and a legend, on and off 
the court.
 The Jeffersonville High School Student 
Section decided to honor Bryant at the  
Homecoming game on Friday, January 31. 
Student Section leader and Senior Adam 
Crawford said he came up with the idea to 
change the theme to purple and yellow (the 
colors of the Lakers’ jersey). Crawford said 
he was inspired to change the theme because 
Bryant “was someone who didn’t just inspire 
basketball players, but he inspired the whole 
world.”
 Trae Young, a 2nd year player who just 
earned his first all-star game appearance, wore 

the number 8 during 
his game. At the 
start of the game the 
Hawks won the tipoff 
and Trae Young held 
the ball not passing 
half court to take an 
8-second violation in 
honor of his mentor. 
Young continued to 
put on an explosive 
performance with 45 
points and 14 assists 

in a19-point win over the Washington Wizards. 
Young continued to post on Instagram later that 
night a picture of him taking the violation with 
Kobe’s number with a caption of, “That one was 
for you… Rest Easy Kobe.” 
 The New Orleans Pelicans players wore 
Kobe Bryant’s shoes during the National Anthem 
before switching into their own preferred shoes 
with the numbers 24 and 8 written on them for 
the game. Another team who paid homage to 
Bryant was the Detroit Pistons by wearing 8 and 
24 jerseys with Bryant on the back during the 
national anthem. Some NBA players wearing 
the number 8 or 24 such as Spencer dinwiddie 
decided to change his number from 8 to 26 out of 
respect for Bryant. Since then many other players 
wearing numbers 8 or 24 have done the same. 
 He was everywhere, from giving players 
advice, to coaches quoting him to inspire 
their players before a game, to teachers using 
a Kobe video to get their students motivated 
to commercials using Kobe to advertise their 
product. 
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 Kobe Bryant
An icon and inspiration to all 

Kobe BryantKobe Bryant
Career Career 
AccomplishmentsAccomplishments

20 seasons in the NBA

4th on the all-time scoring 
list with 33,643 career points

5 NBA Championships

2 finals MVPs

18 NBA All-star game 
appearances

11 NBA first-team selections

9 NBA Defensive first-team 
selections

2 Olympic Gold Medals 

(2008 and 2012)



 The Jeffersonville girls basketball began 
this season with high expectations. They had 
all three seniors signed to play in college: Nan 
Garcia signing to Penn State, Kelsie James 
signing to IU Kokomo, and Kiersten Poor 
signing to Grace College. 
 In the course of the season, both Garcia 
and James would fall victim to injury, taking 
them out for the season. Despite this, the team 
was still able to come out with a 14-11 record, 
and they were able to reach the semifinals of 
the sectional tournament losing to Jennings 
County 52-45 on February 2. 
 “It was a big loss losing both Nan [Garcia]  

role on our team. She was a very good leader and 
someone to look up to,” says Haire. 
 Despite their struggles this year, the girls’ 
basketball program has a lot of talent coming 
up. Jeffersonville has three of the top five girls in 
Clark/Floyd county in the class of 2023 according 
to News and Tribune in Tatum McFarland, 
Sophia Reese, and Cadence Singleton. These 
freshmen along with the returning varsity 
sophomores: Lily Haire, Nevaeh Bates and 
Olivia Clive and juniors: Alexis Gibson, Laura 
Gillenwater, Aija Estes and Bailey Gibson, will 
make a strong team looking forward to next year. 

and Kelsie [James] because they both had such 
an important role on the team,” says junior Laura 
Gillenwater. Despite this, she says she was “very 
impressed by our team though because everyone 
pulled it together and stepped it up.” 
 Gillenwater chalks a lot of this success 
up to a strong performance by the freshmen this 
season. “They had to adjust quickly and learn how 
to play varsity basketball which they excelled at,” 
she says. 
 Sophomore Lily Haire also noted that 
the season was made harder by the loss of Garcia 
and James. She credits Senior Kiersten Poor for a 
lot of the success this year. “Kiersten had a major 
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Girls Basketball Team Wraps Up a Challenging Season 
With a Winning Record
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Photo By Paige MooreCoach Resigns Following Sectionals
Jeffersonville Girls Basketball Coach, Michael Warren, resigned as coach 
following the season’s conclusion. Warren ended with a record of 112-61  
after 7 seasons as Girls Head Basketball Coach.



 As they move forward toward the end of 
the year and wrapping their regular season with 
three remaining games before sectionals, the 
Jeffersonville High School boys basketball team 
is currently standing at 15-5 overall and they are 
currently ranked 23rd in the state of Indiana. 
 Jeffersonville has done extremely well 
against conference opponents and they are 
sitting at second overall in the conference with a 
conference record of 5-1. 
 With wins over New Albany, Seymour, 
Columbus East, and Floyd Central, a reason 
for Jeffersonville’s success is the way seniors Tre 
Coleman and Jacob Jones have been playing this 
season. Both seniors have led the Red Devils to a 
great season and have never lost a game by eight 
points or more. 
 This season Coleman has averaged 14 

points, six rebounds, one steal and two blocks a 
game. Jones has averaged 12 points, five assists, 
and two steals a game. Jones just recently hit 
the game winning three-pointer against Floyd 
Central High School. 
 “This season definitely has been real 
bumpy, but I feel confident going into sectionals,” 
Jones said. “We just have to get better and better 
every single day.”
 The team has gone through some changes 
with the addition of head coach Chris Moore. 
Senior guard Caleb Mason talked about how he 
felt about the change in coaching style and how it 
affected their season. 
 “I felt like our season definitely could have 
been better, but we just needed to adapt to coach’s 
new style,” Mason said. “But he is great.   
 Before games, to motivate us he would 
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give us small challenges or goals for the game 
such as try and get a stop three times in a row 
and call it a strikeout.” Even with the coaching 
change, Mason still remains optimistic.
  “Going into sectionals we are down a 
couple of players, but I still feel confident. Don’t 
overlook us,” Mason said.  

Go Red Devils!  Sponsored by the Monroe Family

Senior forward Tre Coleman looks down the court during the 
homecoming game against Bedford North Lawrence.  
Photo by Carlos Webb 

Upcoming Games

2/20  at Ballard

2/28  vs. Castle



CNC Waterjet Cutting ● Metal Fabrication ● Custom Artwork/Signage

Find us on Facebook & Instagram

Thank you to the advertisers and donors who have  
supported the student journalists of The Hyphen  

during the 2019-2020 school year:

Clark Memorial Health | Kratz Sporting Goods 
Pizza King – Jeffersonville  | Art2Part Waterjet Cutting 

The Shawler Family | The Reel Family
The Monroe Family | The Spio Family | The Fisher Family

Don’t miss your chance to Don’t miss your chance to 
capture history!capture history!

The deadline to order a personalized 2020 Topic Yearbook or  
to pre-order a guaranteed copy is  

Friday, February 21Friday, February 21
After that date, a limited number of non-personalized copies will be available until they’re gone

Order online at jostensyearbooks.com or pick up an order form outside A214
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