
This is it. I’ve written countless stories, and it all ends with this story. This is my 
senior column.

For the past four years of my life, I have made many memories, and have learned 
things in highschool that I will take with me for the rest of my life. 

I would like to thank some people before I get to say what my final story in the 
Hyphen is going to reveal for you: I would like to thank my amazing family, first and 
foremost. My parents, brothers, and grandparents have encouraged me to be the best that 
I can be through all of high school, and have helped shape me into who I am today. They 
have put countless hours into cross country and track meets, and are always there to cheer 
me on in everything I do. 

I would also like to thank my amazing girlfriend, Faith Lowe. I went through my first 
three years of high school without dating anybody, and then she came into my life this 
year. She brings this great encouragement to me everyday and has made my senior year 
one of, if not the best, year of my life. She is one of a kind.

Next, I’d like to thank my friends and teachers that I have had throughout these past 
four years. The memories I made with my friends are some that I will never forget. All of 
my friends who have come and gone -- thank you. I would also like to thank my teachers 
for making sure that I have learned what I need to in order to prepare for college. 

One teacher I’d like to personally thank is Mr. Scott. You have given me an opportu-
nity to grow my leadership skills and allowed me to write what I find important in my 
life. Another teacher I’d like to personally thank is Mr. Clarke. He has taught me so much 
these past two years. I can’t thank him enough for this. If you have not had Mr. Scott or 
Mr. Clarke in high school, you are missing out.

Finally. I’d like to take this opportunity to share the one thing that I am very passionate 
about: my belief that Jesus Christ died on the cross for you, and for me.

… That’s right. (I hope you would continue reading.)
I think that is something everyone needs to know. While these past four years have 

been amazing, they have also been a test on my faith. I have been the source of many 
jokes because of my belief in Christ, and I have faced many personal tests in my walk 
with God. But here I am.
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I am imperfect, and yes I still sin (gasp). Sin has torn us apart from God. This 
world we live in is full of sadness and destruction, and we deserve a life of death. 
Romans 6:23 tells us, ‘For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal 
life.’

There is a God who loves you -- every one of you. And I’m taking this oppor-
tunity to tell you that your life matters. God sent his son, Jesus Christ, to die for 
you and take your sins upon himself on a cross. 

Isn’t that amazing?
High school is a place of drama and worries, and anxiety is around every cor-

ner. But there is peace that I found through every trial because of God -- a peace 
and reckless love from a God who loves you more than anybody else ever will.

I was not Mr. Popular. And I didn’t care. 
My identity is not found in how smart I am. My identity also isn’t found in if 

everyone knows who I was here at Jeff. I didn’t play baseball, or basketball, or 
football; I ran cross country and track. My identity is found in Christ, and know-
ing that he died for me.

Being able to meet up with other believers on Friday mornings these past years 
have been so nice, and being able to be Captain of FCA this year has been an 
amazing opportunity to share what God is teaching me with others. (I can’t thank 
the teachers that help make this possible enough.)

These challenges I faced in high school were tough, but I write this to tell you 
that God loves you.

I am a Christian and I’m not ashamed of the Gospel. 
This is it. My senior column.

Thank you to everyone who made 
high school great, and made an 
impact on my life.
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