
Trump declassified ‘JFK Files’
Even though it has been over 50 years 

since the assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy, citizens of the United 
States are still captivated by the day’s 
events.

Now that President Donald Trump has 
de-classified many of the files and infor-
mation from the assassination, a new wave 
of citizens have the opportunity to study 
what truly happened on Nov. 22, 1963.

It has also renewed interest in the most 
tantalizing of possibilities: conspiracy 

theories.
Whether you believe them or not, peo-

ple have come up with some pretty inter-
esting theories over the years. According 
to a poll ran by Gallup News, over half the 
U.S. population believes there is more to it 
than a job done by one man job: perpetra-
tor Lee Harvey Oswald. 

Here is a breakdown of some of the 
most-believed conspiracy theories -- some 
of which have been re-fueled by the re-
cently-released files.

1. Did Lee Harvey Oswald act alone, or were 
there multiple shooters?

...But what really happened? 

The ‘grassy knoll theory’ is pretty 
simple: the angle of the gunshot that killed 
Kennedy do not match the wounds that 
hit him. Additionally, many observers 
claimed to have heard shots fired from a 
grassy knoll just a couple hundred feet 
from his point of assassination. 

Whatever the case, one of the main 
focal points from this theory is someone 
known as the ‘Umbrella Man.’

On a clear, sunny day, Louie Steven 
Witt could be seen on video standing with 
a black umbrella. 

He later testified that his umbrella was 
meant to send a message to JFK himself, 
and called it “a bad joke.” However this 
sparked controversy, and theories claim 
that he was communicating with Oswald, 
or even used the umbrella, itself, a weap-
on. 

2. How does the Warren Commision’s fimdings 
spark theories of a second shooter? 

‘The Magic Bullet’ is one of the most 
complex theories, and isn’t that far of a 
stretch when you look at the evidence. 
This theory is based around conclusions 
made by the Warren Commission to ex-
plain how Oswald did so much damage 
with just three bullets. 

The Warren Commission claims that 
a single bullet entered JFK’s upper back, 
exited through his neck, then hit Gover-
nor John Connally, who was sitting in the 

front passenger seat.  
To put it plainly, this is not possible. 

In order for that to happen, the bullet 
would have needed an upward trajectory 
to leave through JFK’s neck. Even then, 
it couldn’t have possibly hit Connally 
sitting in the front seat. 

This simple finding led to many U.S. 
citizens losing trust in the Warren Com-
mision, sparking controversy on what 
else they may be hiding. The Grassy Knoll The Umbrella Man 

3. Who would have wanted the President dead?
Along with theories on multiple shooters, it is widely 

believed that larger organizations were responsible, which 
has been hinted at in the recently declassified files. It is 
also believed that Harvey was paid off to commit the 
assassination by an unknown group. 

So who would want to see the President assassinated? 
Here is a list of possible co-conspirators: 

The CIA: After JFK said he wanted to “splinter the 

CIA into a thousand pieces and scatter it into the wind,” it 
was believed the CIA had a target on his back. 

The Mafia: JFK’s brother, Robert, was the Attorney 
General in the U.S. at the time of his assassination, and 
had made combatting organized crime one of his prime 
focuses.

The KGB: It was believed that the Soviets wanted re-
venge for the humiliation of the USSR during the Cuban 

Missile Crisis, and hired communist Lee Harvey Oswald 
to kill JFK. 

Aliens: Yes, aliens. JFK was baffled by “alien activity” 
and theorists claim that his request for documents contain-
ing information on aliens is what led to his death. 

Yes, a lot of these theories are farfetched, but minds 
will continue to ponder what really happened to JFK, and 
will most likely never get an answer. 

The Magic Bullet
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Trump declassified ‘JFK Files’
Over 50 years later, one case still 

captivates people around the Unit-
ed States: the assassination of the 35th 
President, John F. Kennedy. 

More than five decades later, though, 

the mystery still remains. However thanks 
to newly-released files about the assassi-
nation, all of that secrecy may finally be 
coming to an end.

Known as the JFK Files, which is full 
of formerly classified infor-
mation from the CIA and FBI, 
these studies, interviews and 
theories were released by 
President Donald Trump on 
Oct. 27. 

The findings were required 
to be released to the general 
public thanks to the President 
John F. Kennedy Assassination 
Records Collection Act, which 
was signed into law by Pres-
ident George Bush in 1992. 
This law required the release 
of the documents no later than 
25 years from the date of the 
signing, except those deemed 
by the president to raise na-
tional security concerns.

Following the assassination 
of John F. Kennedy on Nov. 
22, 1963, many conspiracy 
theories surfaced throughout 
the United States. A chunk of 
these files fuel, and detest, on 
the conspiracy that JFK was 
shot and killed by Lee Harvey 
Oswald.

But these files raise an even better 
question: did Lee Harvey Oswald do it 
alone?

Throughout the 3,567 JFK files 
that have been released in the past two 
months, many ideas and theories contin-
ue to swarm involving the assassination. 
According to the recently-released files, 
allegations that Oswald was connected to 
the CIA in anyway at all, are “totally un-
founded” according to a 1975 CIA memo.

Within the files, FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover also tried to warn Dallas police of 
the plot by some to kill Oswald following 
his assassination of JFK. Hoover was re-
portedly told that Oswald was safe -- only 
for him to be murdered by Jack Ruby the 
next day. 

According to the files, Oswald had 
also been planning an escape prior to the 
assassination, as he met with Soviet and 
Cuban consular officials in Mexico City. 
The Cuban consulate turned Oswald away, 
saying he first needed a visa from the 
Soviets, a process that the Cubans warned 
could take four to five months; this would 
be too long for Oswald.

The files also reveal info that Oswald 
could have had a connection to the Soviet 
Union, and allegedly, the KGB. The KGB 
is a main security agency for the Soviet 
Union.

Along with JFK’s assassination infor-

mation, these files also contain informa-
tion on Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and his 
assassination. 

One strand of pages within the files re-
veal that a month before his assassination, 
the FBI alleges that they found members 
of King’s organizations had communist 
affiliations.  The FBI document goes into 
detail about one of King’s trusted advisers, 
Stanley Levison, a New York lawyer and 
businessman who served as a top financier 
for the Communist Party years before he 
met King in 1956.

And information that the CIA and 
mafia had a plot to kill Fidel Castro.  The 
CIA offered a payout to the Mafia that if 
they killed castro they would pay them 
$150,000.The files go into detail about the 
different ways of doing this; placing bot-
ulism pills in his food,to dust the inside of 
the suit with a fungus that would produce 
a skin disease, and contaminating the suit 
with tuberculosis bacilli in the breathing 
apparatus,as well as an exploding seashell 
in the areas where Castro loved to dive.

Thousands of files have yet to be 
released, as Trump wants to review the 
information and make sure it won’t be a 
national security concern to release them. 
As many onlookers wait for more infor-
mation to come, questions and conspira-
cies still surround the USA on the assassi-
nation of JFK.

3. Who would have wanted the President dead?

President John F. Kennedy, the United States’ 35th 
President, was fatally wounded during a stop in Dal-
las, Texas on Nov. 22, 1963.
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