
street in Jeffersonville, traffic cones fill the roads. While Moore admits the traffic can be 
a hassle, he feels the revitalization was much overdue.

“I do think it will pay off in the end,” says Jeffersonville resident and hairdresser at 
True Sparks on Spring Street in Jeffersonville, Brianne Winterbottom on the renovations 
in Jeff. “In the meantime I’m enjoying Jeffersonville a lot more. [I] don’t even feel like I 
need to go to Louisville to have a good time.” 

Something else Moore has noticed is an improvement on is the nightlife in Jeff, 
which was also something he placed emphasis on as soon as he got into office. 

“Used to be (when it was) 5 o’clock downtown, everyone turned off their lights, and 
business owners went home,” Moore said of the Spring Street area. “Come downtown 
now we’ve got free concerts going on. We’ve got a beautiful park at Big Four Station, 
and a bridge that allows you to walk to Louisville. There’s so many more opportunities.”

In his first six years, Moore has put a lot of effort into not only trying to create a 
better place for the people who live here currently, but a place that kids who go off to 
college want to come back to, like his own kids: Shelby (22), Ally (20), and Gerrin (18). 

“That’s probably the most satisfying thing to my job, (which) is to make sure the next 
generation, and the generation after that, have a reason to come back to Jeff,” Moore 
said. “Satisfaction for what we’re doing now is great, but you have to have a plan for the 
next 20 and 30 years.”

While Moore has taken on the task of mayor in a town with more than 47,000 
residents, he admits being a father to his kids is the biggest, most important task on his 
plate. 

Moore understands being the mayor’s kid definitely came with some extra attention 
for his kids, but he wanted to make sure they get to be their own version of themselves, 
and get to experience their high school years like a normal kid.

“Being the mayor’s kid isn’t always cool,” Mike said. “I just hope my kids get to 
grow up and have the opportunities that others do, but I want to make sure they don’t get 
special treatment for who they are either.”

Moore’s kids have had a huge impact on the way he thinks, and he says being a father 
has brought him much further towards socially being a moderate. 

“Having two grown daughters and a son, it changes you,” Mike said. “It changes the 
way you think about people. I believe people deserve to be happy and I don’t believe the 
government should be telling people how to live their lives.” 

While his views have changed, one constant reigns true: Moore cares about the 
people around him. Whether it be as an owner at Jerry’s or mayor of Jeff, he feels it’s 
always been his job to serve people.  
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“You’re welcome here in Jeff; 
be your own person. We want 
a diverse community where 
people can live and raise a 
family…We want people to 
call Jeffersonville home.”                 
                             -- Mike Moore 



For nearly 50 years, Jerry’s restaurant was a bustling spot along Tenth Street; a 
place where citizens of Jeffersonville would go for a satisfying meal and fantas-

tic service.
The owner, Mike Moore, was a staple in the restaurant throughout his life. The 

business was started by his parents in 1963, a year before he was born, and eventually 
handed down to him in 1995. 

“Some of my best memories growing up as a kid were at Jerry’s restaurant,” Mike 
said. “My parents started the restaurant in ‘63, and I was born in ‘64. I was born to be in 
the restaurant business.” 

Moore worked at Jerry’s until he graduated from JHS in 1982, and began working at 
The Wheel (formerly Jerry’s) on Brownsboro Road in Louisville, a business he would 
eventually buy into. 

The youngest of four siblings, Moore took over Jerry’s when his parents retired, and 
none of his siblings were interested. Instead, Mike jumped on the opportunity to own the 
restaurant, a role he would serve for 16 years.  

Despite almost two decades in the restaurant business, Moore envisioned more for 
himself. He eventually found his way into politics after becoming frustrated with how 
the city was being run.

So Moore was faced with a decision: run the family restaurant, or pursue a career 
in politics. Although it would mean having to give up ownership of Jerry’s, a business 
enshrined in his family’s history, Moore eventually made the decision to run as mayor in 
2011, a role he has now served for the past six years. 
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There’s ‘Moore’ than meets the eyes

“I became involved in politics and thought of running because of frustration with the 
way others were deciding things,” the mayor said. “I was a business owner on Tenth 
Street, and it was frustrating to see Tenth Street seem to be just getting ignored.”

The decision shocked members of his immediate family, including JHS senior Gerrin 
Moore, Mike’s son.

“(I was) very surprised,” Gerrin said on his father’s decision to run for mayor. “But 
being only 11 or so, I wondered what would happen to Jerry’s.”

On Nov. 8, 2011, Moore ran against former mayor Tom Galligan, who held office 
from 1996-2003, and 2008-2011. Moore was, presumably, the underdog candidate, as he 
was a Republican in a typically Democrat-voting city.

“My wife and I at the time worked our tails off,” Mike Moore said on his campaign 
before the 2011 election. “We knocked on hundreds, if not thousands, of doors introduc-
ing ourselves … And the night of the election, we pulled off what a lot of people called a 
‘stunner’.”

Despite the odds stacked against him, Moore won the election. It didn’t take him long 
to start making changes he felt necessary around the city.

Although he didn’t have the political experience of the incumbent, Moore credits his 
time at Jerry’s for his credibility running for mayor. 

During his initial year in office, Moore put a strong emphasis on the infrastructure 
on Tenth Street, something that is still ongoing. Even now, as drivers cruise the busiest 

“Jerry’s Restaurant defined 
me as Mike Moore the person; 
not Mike Moore the Republi-
can.”                       --Mike Moore 

Mayor Mike Moore, a 1982 Jeff High alumni, has been leading 
the city since 2011. His goal? Turning Jeffersonville into a desti-
nation JHS alumni and community members want to return to.

Captions (from left to right): 1. Spring Street in downtown Jeffersonville is now bustling, thanks 
to the efforts of Moore. 2. Moore graduated from JHS in 1982, and his three children have all 
attended the high school. 3. Since he’s been in office since 2011, Moore has focused on improving 
roads, adding restaurants, and making Jeff a sought-after place for visitors. 4. A basketball fan, 
Moore is a staple at Jeff High basketball games, even sporting a JHS goal in his office.
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