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In Memory of Abigail  Sarkisian

On Tuesday, Nov. 7, Jeff senior Abigail “Abby” Sarkisian passed away at 
the age of 19 years old after a bout with Bardet Biedl Syndrome.

Bardet Biedl Syndrome is a “rare disease” affecting approximately 1 in 
250,000 people around the world, or approximately 3,000 in the United States. 
Symptoms may include retinal degeneration, obesity, reduced kidney function, 
polydactyly (extra digits of the hands or feet) among many other features. 

But despite this syndrome, it didn’t keep Abby from making an impact on 
people at school.

“Abby was loud, obnoxious, stubborn and hysterical. She wanted things her 
way, and always had a funny giggle,” said special education teacher Jen Black-
well with a giant smile on her face. “I met her when she was three-years-old, 
and have taught her ever since. She’s always been this way. It’s what makes her 
special.”

Abby enjoyed lots of things in her life, such as watching the Muppets, 
Teletubbies and Barney. And according to her mother, she especially enjoyed 
singing, dancing, and being on her favorite thing: her computer.

“She loved her music. She would listen to any type,” said Abby’s mother 
Beth Sarkisian. “I’d tell her that Alice Cooper would come visit her one day.”

While many recognized Abby in the halls, she had been in the hospital a lot 
throughout her life for various transplants. Yet despite the health issues, she 
always held a smile on her face.

“Abby was unique. She was very caring and we miss her,” said Beth. “Abby 
was always making sure everyone was safe at home at night. It’s not the same 
without her.”

Abby will be forever remembered at Jeffersonville High School, including 
her famous lines she would say daily: “Everyday is a great day.”

If you’d like to help a Red Devil 
family in need, please consider 
donating to the family’s GoFundMe 
account. All info can be found in 

the link below...
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