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Many sports have their fair share of siblings 
playing side-by-side. 

From tennis stars Serena and Venus Williams, to foot-
ball’s Eli and Peyton Manning, playing with (or against) 
a sibling can help create a chemistry (or an advantage) 
between the two. 

Jeffersonville High School’s Kurtis and Konner 
Kimmel fit that same category -- the brothers both play 
Varsity soccer together for the JHS soccer team. 

Growing up, Konner (right) and Kurtis played on the 
same club soccer team (Javanon Soccer Club) for years. 
Since then, they’ve teamed up a couple of times on a 
3-on-3 indoor team at Mockingbird Valley in Louisville, 
but have never played in anything more than recreation-
al soccer together.

Despite this season being the first time the duo has 
shared a team on an organized squad, they have a pretty 
good idea of each other's chemistry.

“He knows how I play and I know how he plays,” 
Kurtis said. “ I can always count on him to know what 
run I’m making and get me the ball.”

Konner, a freshman, agreed with his older brother.
“I am excited about playing with my brother because 

it is the first time I have gotten to play on the same team 
as him,” Konner said

With this being Kurtis’ last year as a decorated Red 
Devil footballer, Konner will have big shoes to fit. As a 
freshman, though, he is already showing big promise, as 

he is one of just two starting freshmen on this years 
Varsity team. 

Boys soccer head coach Carson Webb has been 
there every step of the way with the Kimmel broth-
ers, and sees the link between the two.

“Konner’s very competitive. He’s got his own 
drive,” Webb said. “They’re three years apart, but 
they know what they’re doing. Being on a high 
school team, they know where each other are going 
to be, (which) makes it neat to watch from the 
sideline.”

Despite being the older brother, Kurtis sees the 
potential in Konner’s game, but still claims to be 
the top dog in the family.

“Konner’s technique is exceptional for his age,” Kur-
tis said. “I think it’ll take some time before he develops 
vision and decision-making that I have.”

Being a senior, the role of team captain was awarded 
to Kurtis. A four-year starter, his involvement and dedi-
cation led to the honor.  

For Konner, his career is just starting to take shape, 
and will continue even after his brother graduates.

“I think (Konner) will miss his brother like anyone 
else, but I also think he’ll step up and it’ll be good for 
him to be his own person instead of living under Kurtis’ 
shadow,” Webb said.

As the season comes to an end, so is Kurtis’ high 
school soccer career. With his departure, also comes 
Konner’s era to lead the team.

“I have always looked up go my brother,” Konner 
said. “Watching him play, I would like to learn how to 
be a team leader and improve the players around me.” 

Brotherly Bond By Carlos Molina
@thatmolinaboy

As one pulls up to the tennis courts at Jeffersonville 
High School, they’ll probably notice “J-E-F-F” paint-
ed vibrantly along the wall on the side of the school. 

From this wall echoes the boys tennis team, an 
energetic bunch, whose yells rival those of the student 
section cheering on the football team on Friday nights. 

Of those voices, one tends to stand out. That is that 
of Varsity No. 1 doubles player Trey Bottorff. 

“I focus on [being energetic] because it distracts 
me from thinking too much,” Bottorff said. “Tennis is 
such a mental sport and it helps me stay within myself 
and I truly think I play better when I’m energetic. I 
also use it as a weapon to get in the head of my oppo-
nents.”

Bottorff’s energy and passion for the game are 
what stands out when he plays, and it has proven to 
pay off. Last year he put up a 10-10 record alongside 
his partner Jerid Inman, who he has been playing with 
since their middle school years at Parkview. 

The pairing proved to be vital to the team’s semi-
state run last year, as they picked up the third, and 
deciding point, for Jeff in the first round of Regionals 
against New Albany. 

“Clinching Regionals with Trey last year was easily 
my best memory and I wouldn’t have wanted to win it 
for our team with anyone else,” Inman said. 

As Bottorff heads into his senior season, he looks 
to contribute on a Red Devils squad that has their eye 
on getting back to the state finals. 

Ultimately, that is a goal for the team heading 
forward.  

“The goal is to make it a step further than we did 

last year, which would 
mean returning to state 
for the second time in three years.” Asplund said. 

This year’s squad looks to continue Jeff’s winning 
tradition and get far in the state tournament. To do 
that, Bottorff will have to play a pivotal role if the Red 
Devils are to make it happen. 

By Tristan Jackson
@tristan_jackso

Athlete Spotlight:Trey Bottorff
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Want more 
on Trey? 
Check out 
our video at 
our website
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JHS Chain of Hope 
for Delani

Hey Jeff High students!
Neuroblastoma is a rare cancer that is diagnosed in fewer 

than 600 children -- a disease that is suffered by Delani, 
granddaughter of JHS assistant principal Marianne Fisher. 

The Student Council is challenging all classes to buy a 
paper chain and write a special message to Delani. Chans cost 
$1 and will be sold during IMPACT and lunches.

From the request of the family, a portion of the money 
raised will also go to Floyd Central football coach Brian Gles-
ing, who was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s Disease in April.


