
Senior Vic Tomes puts his pants on one leg at a time. He draws, plays instru-
ments, and has friends that love and care for him. 

In a lot of ways, Vic is exactly like the rest of us. But in some ways, he is not. 
That’s how everyone is though, right? Everybody has ways they are like the rest, 

but they also have originality. 
Vic is just the same.

Although Vic was born a female, he identifies as a male. At the beginning of his 
sophomore year, Vic realized who he was.
“Being trans, you’re always trans, it just comes to this point where you realize the 
way you’ve been living isn’t how you want to be living,” Vic says.

Feeling unaccepted, Vic hid his true self from the rest of the world. After falling 
into a depression, he attended therapy to release his thoughts and feelings.

Finally, Tomes surrendered to himself, and confided in his mom, Kristie, about 
who he truly is. On the way to a concert for the band Avatar, Vic divulged that he was 
transgender. 

He was never surprised by his mom’s reaction -- there was no screaming, no yell-
ing, no crying -- just unconditional love. That’s all she has ever had for Vic: love and 
acceptance, no matter who he is. 
Once Tomes acquired enough courage, he decided to come out to the world on social 
media. 

Of course, showing yourself to the world comes with a price. Although the truth 
was met with support, it was also met with hatred and hostility.

“People are very closed-minded,” says Vic. “But I’ve realized that I have never 
surrounded myself with negative people.”
In fact, many people in Vic’s life have been supportive, including his older sister, 
Haylea. 

“Well I’ve always known on a certain level that he was transgender. At first, I 
thought it was just a tomboy stage and he would grow out of it, but later in life, I 
realized that it was who he was,” Haylea said. “When he told me, I was more happy 
that he had the courage to come and talk to me about it, and I wasn’t worried about 
anything else than protecting my brother and making sure he knew he was loved and 
that I supported him.”

Another JHS student that identifies as transgender, Shaun Williams, support-
ed Vic’s decision to share his news. 
“I didn’t expect it, but I was happy that he found himself, and I’m happy that 
we can relate a lot now,” Williams says.
Although Vic’s immediate circle includes supportive people in his life, he also 
has some people against him: one being the President of the United States, 
Donald Trump. 

Months after Vic decided he wanted to join the Navy, Trump released a 
statement banning trans soldiers, saying “...the United States Government will 
not accept or allow Transgender individuals to serve in any capacity in the U.S. 
military.”
According to a 2014 Research and Development study, it is estimated that 
somewhere between 1,320 and 6,630 transgender individuals serve active duty 
in the United States military. However, no statement was made about the actions 
that will be taken regarding these current military members. 

Vic was disappointed by this statement, but has decided that if President 
Trump follows through with his declaration, he will join the Peace Corps. His 
dream is to travel and be accepted, both of which he can do in the Peace Corps.
“That’s my dream,” Tomes says, “to travel the world, meet as many people as 
possible, and help them in any way I can.”

Vic believes that body parts don’t define a person. He is confident in his 
belief that someone is who he or she feels they are, and whatever parts that 
individual is born with don’t distinguish the person he or she is inside. 
According to Vic, he is the same as everyone else. He eats, he drinks, he 
breathes. 

“The only reason I am different 
from the rest of you is my green 
hair.” 
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Transitions

- senior Vic Tomes

Vic Tomes, formerly known as Victoria, opens up 
about his struggles of being a transgender male, and 
having aspirations to join the military. 



A new after-school program is at 
Jeff High that is designed to help 

students, both inside and outside the 
classroom, called Community in Schools.

Community in Schools is a nationwide 

program with a mission to help students 
connect with the community resources 
around them. It is associated with 21st 
Century, a program aimed toward helping 
students succeed in college by helping 

income-eligi-
ble students in 
Indiana earn up 
to four years of 
paid tuition at 
an eligible In-
diana college or 
university after 
they graduate.

“I see the 
program as a 
vehicle to help 
high school 
students better 
their lives,” 
said Phillip 

March, the teacher in charge of the CIS 
program at JHS. “I want them to realize 
the options and careers they have, the ob-
stacles they’ll face, and that Jeff is a safe 
location where they can relax and have 
dialogue with other students.”

March, a former radio DJ, has a heart 
for being involved in young students’ 
lives, and has enjoyed volunteering for 
as long as he can remember. Through 
Community in Schools, March hopes to 
help keep giving back.

“I want to continue to give back to the 
community,” March said. “I want this 
program to show students what they can 
do with their lives.”

March has a background in radio 
background, which helps him teach kids 
about behind-the-scenes secrets of radio 
and TV. The club had its first meeting on 
Aug. 22, and B96.5’s DJ Q showed up to 

teach kids how to mix, and helped them 
party to start off the program. 

“Schools and teachers are under more 
pressure than ever and it is our hope that 
CIS can lessen some of that burden by 
helping to provide academic and be-
havioral supports,” said Michelle Allen, 
director of programming for Clark Coun-
ty’s CIS. “We want to link students and 
their families to resources that already 
exist in our community.”

The program is not just associated 
with teaching kids about radio and TV. 
The program is also for teaching valu-
able life skills, such as how to fill out a 
resume and find occupations so that kids 
can pursue their dreams.

“My hope is to get better grades, 
and pass all my classes,” said freshman 
Shawon Montanez. “I want to be able to 
have a career in my future.”

It is known as the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals, or DACA. 

In short, it was a program for illegal im-
migrants who entered the country as minors 
to receive a renewable two-year window of 
deferred action of deportation and eligibility 
for a work permit. 

This program, which was passed in June 
2012 by the Barack Obama administration, 
protected over one million children from 
being deported after they were brought to 
the United States illegally with their parents. 
Those children, nicknamed “Dreamers”, 
were eligible for work permits and the 
chance to learn (and succeed) in this nation.

Fast forward five years, and major chang-
es are on the horizon for the program.

On Sept. 5, 2017, the Donald Trump 
administration ordered the Department of 
Homeland Security to stop processing new 
applications, all but halting the program. In 
addition, Trump has since given Congress 
six months to come up with an idea for 
those children, or they will face deportation. 

In a statement made by General Attorney 
Jeff Sessions, he used controversial lan-
guage calling these children “illegal aliens,” 
saying they have “victimized millions of 
American citizens with this unfair system.” 
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These words have offended many DACA 
recipients, including students at Jefferson-
ville High School. Senior Mayra Hielo-Ven-
zor is a “Dreamer” and the program has 
allowed her to live life as a normal Ameri-
can teen until recent events. 

“We call ourselves ‘Dreamers’ because 
that is what we are -- we dream of having 
an opportunity in America,” Venzor said. 
“(DACA) was policy that enabled immi-
grants to study, have a job and simply be 
able to feel safe here. I say ‘was’ because 
that has now been taken away from us.” 

With the end of the program, the impact 
will not only affect over 800,000 Dreamers 
nationwide, but could also hurt the United 
States’ economy if they are sent away.

“Many argue that DACA is unconstitu-
tional, that we can’t just come to a country, 
and demand things. We were children and 
teenagers who came with family members,” 
Venzor said. “We didn’t do anything crim-
inal. Instead, we went through background 
checks and biometrics. Now we contribute 
over billions of dollars to the economy.”

Even American citizens, like senior Adri-
an Blair, don’t see eye-to-eye with DACA’s 
removal. 

“We, as Americans, should welcome 
those who wish to live and thrive in our 

great country,” Blair said. “Illegal citizens 
come to our country to have a better life. We 
should not make it hard for them because 
they are a different color, or come from a 
different lifestyle.”

The new order could also impact those 
currently enrolled in college, as well as oth-
ers contributing to the work force. Children 
brought at young ages remember either little 
or nothing from their parent’s country.

”I believe that DACA should not be 
rescinded because it could potentially be 
detrimental to participating individuals and 
families, as well as to the United States,” 
said foreign language department chair 
Jenna Felix. “They are contributing to this 
country in a very positive way.  Without 
DACA, they 
would not be 
able to make 
these contribu-
tions. 

“This coun-
try was built by 
immigrants,” 
Felix contin-
ued. “DACA 
recipients are, 
by definition, 
immigrants who 

arrived as children, therefore, the 
United States is their country and 
their home.”

In the upcoming months, Con-
gress will have their hands full with 
creating a solution for the “Dream-
ers.” If not, millions of people could 
be forced to leave a place they’ve 
called home for their entire lives.

 “We have the same dream as 
any American, only difference is 
that they have the resources and 
we do not,” Venzor said. “We are 
your neighbors, your doctors, your 
teachers, your military. We are your 
Dreamers.”

Writer Carlos Molina discusses the removal of DACA and 
what effect it will have on the students of JHS, many of 
whom are being threatened with deportation. 


